All praise is due to Allah
among the great seasons
of worship are the first
ten days of Dhu’l-Hajjah
has favoured over other
days.

Ibn Abbaas, may Allah
be pleased with him, re-
ported that the prophet
(sallallaahu alaihi was
sallam) said: There are
no days during which
good deeds are more be-
loved to Allah than these
days; meaning the first
ten days of Dhul-Hajjah.
They inquired: Not even
Jihad in the cause of
Allah? He said: Not even
Jihad in the cause of
Allah, unless one goes
out for Jihad sacrificing
both his life and property
and returning with nei-
ther. (Al-Bukhaari)

Ottawa Islamic School

The Crescent

EID MUBARAK

Virtues of The First
Ten Days of Dhul-Hajjah

In another version, Ibn
Umar (radiallahu anhu-
maa) reported that the
prophet (saw), said: There
are no days during which
good deeds are greater or
more beloved to Allah
than thses ten days. So
recite more often the
Tahleel (Laa Ilaaha Illal-
lah), Takbeer (Allahu Ak-
bar), Tahmeed
(Alhamdulillah). (Imam
Ahmad) Jaabir reported
that the Prophet (saw)
said: The best day is the
Day of Arafah. There are
no days during which
good deeds are greater or
more beloved to Allah
than these ten days. So
recite more often the
Tahleel (Laa Ilaaha Illal-
lah), Takbeer (Allahu Ak-
bar), Tahmeed
(Alhamdulillah ).

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

Welcome all to a return of our quarterly “Crescent”; a means of information sharing
that our school community should be proud of. One marvels at the students’ par-
ticipation in discussions pertinent to our current affairs as members of the small
but vibrant village called the Ottawa Islamic School. Contributions by students,
teachers, and other staff ,and probably parents and guardians in the near future
inshaallah, make this newsletter a force to be reckoned with.

Kinds of Observances
In These Days

With regard to the types
of worship to be per-
formed during these ten
days: one must under-
stand that these days are
a great blessing from Al-
lah to His slave, which is
appreciated properly by
the actively righteous. It
is the duty of a Muslim to
appreciate this blessing
and make the most of the
opportunity, by devoting
these ten days to paying
more attention to strive
hard in worship. Among
His blessings to His
slaves, Allah has given us
many ways in which to
do well and worship Him,
so that the Muslim may
be constantly active and
consistent in his worship
of his Lord.

I would like to commend the efforts exerted by Sr.Muna Egeh, elementary coordina-
tor and the school’s language and literacy developer, and her team of editors to pro-
duce and revive this fine media product.

As the saying goes, “fine breeds are long on writing ideas and short on talking the
same ideas; while uninformed breeds are short on writing ideas and long on talk-
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ing

Revelation of our glorious and true religion Islam started with the word “Iqra’a”
when the chapter “Al- alaq” was revealed to prophet Muhamed PBUH . And where
there is no writing, there is no reading.
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UPDATE SR. MUNA Br. MOHAMED VP A WARM WELCOME !!!!!

It was a wonderful to welcome both new and returning students and
their families. Students and teachers all eager and excited . We have
a group of fantastic educa-
tors with a big heart. You
have our commitment that
we will provide the best
education we can for all
students. Our annual Meet
the Teacher on Wednesday,
September 28, 2011went
well. We had an overview
of our academic program.
Presently our enrollment is
at 460 students. Welcome
our new staff: Sr. Zahra -
Siyad, Sr. Salma, Sr. Amal, =
Br. Ryan, Br. Moh’d Idris,
Br. Asad, Sr.Khadra

School Agendas/Pick Up Time /Student Safety

Reminders

Agendas
School agendas are a valuable tool to help students stay organized and

to develop effective school/home communication. Also visit our school
web site, teachers are using it for homework and activities in their class-
rooms. Allergies

Please note there are children with severe life-threatening allergies. The
majority is peanuts. It is extremely important that children refrain from
bringing nut containing products to school. We are striving to be a pea-
nut free. Pick Up

Please pick up your children at 3p.m sharp for elementary children. If
there are older siblings in high school by 3.20 at the very latest this is to
ensure safety of all children. It is extremely difficult for young chil-
dren to wait for their parents after a long day. Children safety a priority
please exercise caution and respect in the parking lot when dropping or
picking up children. Also turn off vehicles to eliminate exhaust fumes.

We have began the school year with focus on high expectations,
expecting all students to put their best effort each and every day.

Teachers have been working
together energetically to refine
& instructional strategies for our

1 students with a determined fo-

| cus on incorporating technology
and 21st century skills into their
& daily lessons and activities in
== order for students to benefit
students must be ready and fo-
cused. This year as part of our
school improvement plan we
hope to focus on literacy devel-
= opment instruction specifically
# at the elementary level. Also
math strategies and ways to
increase student math problem

S

Thank you for your cooperation.
These are essential to support us
in our efforts to maintain a safe
environment for our children and
the Ottawa Islamic School Com-
munity. LOST & FOUND

Our lost & found is now full.
Please ask children to check for
items that are missing.

Agendas are important,
please make sure you child
has one for the 2011/2012
school year.

NB. Learning Collaboration
Between Home and School

Emergency Phone Numbers/HELP KEEP CHILDREN SAFE!

If an emergency situation arises and we need to close the school e.g.
(power failure), or your child is injured or ill and needs to go home,
it is critical that the office be able to reach you. If you change your
home or work number, or your child's emergency contacts change,
please call the office with the new information as soon as possible
so that we may update your
child’s record. Your child's
health and well being are
important to us.
WEATHER Please dress
children appropriately.

( EMERGENCY )
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Events At School
Intramurals have started during recess hour
Student Councils up and running
Hajj play Grade 6
Field Trips

*

*

*

*

¢ Upcoming events
¢ Students Corner

¢ Teachers Workshop
¢ Parent workshops
*

Clubs/ chess, arts/crafts/ reading

The Crescent



Home Reading Program

Please ensure you children read for at
least 20 minutes every night. Consis-
tent reading will expose your child to
various authors styles and will im-
prove your child’s, fluency, vocabu-
lary, comprehension and writing. Our
main goal is that your child will enjoy
reading and choose to read for pleas-
ure.

¢ Students should always have a
book on the go. There is not
enough time at school for daily
personal reading, so it is encour-
aged at home. If they say no
homework that night, a half hour
of reading is strongly recom-
mended .

¢ Rather than ask them what the

This year, students in grades 1-8 will re-
ceive an Elementary Progress Report
Card. The Progress Report is designed to
show a student’s development of the
learning skills and work habits during the
fall of the school year, as well as a stu-
dent’s general progress in working to-
wards the achievement of the curriculum
expectations in all subjects. Progress Re-
port Cards will be sent home with stu-
dents on

¢ book is about, try to ask how they setting or main character.
feel about what happened, what they
think about it,
and if it is

was what they
expected or

not. ¢

¢ Ask them if they can make con-
nections between what they have
just read to their own lives or the
real world in general.

Encourage questions. Sometimes
students think that if they have a
lot of questions about what they
are reading, it means they just
don’t get it. In fact, the more
questions they have, the better. It
means they’re thinking about
what theyre reading and are just
trying to get more meaning out of
it—a great thing.

¢ Visualiz-
ing is an im-
portant strat-
egy when
reading. Ask
them to tell
you what they
see when they
imagine the
¢ Before reading, ask them to make

predictions is a very good strat-

egy. It makes them focus on the

subject and prepares the brain.

Progress Reports

November 4th. Parent Teacher inter-
views will be scheduled for the evening
of November 16nand the morning of No-
vember 18u. High school progress will
also be out on the same day. All parents
that teachers need to see will be contacted
by teachers.

Ist Term High School Report Cards sent
home Thursday 8th December. Parent —
Teacher Interviews Thurs 16th Dec.

Parent/Teacher Interviews

Prophet Muhammad (SAW) said:

The most truthful speech, the most eloquent advice, and the greatest stories are in the Book of Alla  h

Quran challenge

Students grades 6 to 8 are invited
to participate in the 2nd Annual Ottawa Is-
lamic School Quran Challenge. In this chal-
lenge students will be judged alongside their
peers by a panel of judges on their abilities to
properly recite the Quran with proper Ta-
jweed. Sr. Amina Abdullah their Islamic Stud-
ies teacher will be working closely with the
grades to help prepare them for the competi-
tion that will be held in April 2012 Insha’Al-
lah. We encourage you as parents to help
your child at home in the months leading up
the event. A schedule to assist in your efforts
has been sent home, it outlines day by day
w

to have required material completed by
the competition day. This even is purely to
promote the importance of Quran and
proper tajweed but however, the first, sec-
ond and third winners will be awarded a
cash prize and certificated for their success.

Please contact either Sr. Amina Abdullahi or
Sr. Bernadine if you have any questions,
Hope to see you at the Event!
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Ottawa Islamic

10 Coral Avenue
Ottawa Ontario

Phone: 613-727-5066
Email;
ottawa.islamic.school@gma
il.com

Asalumu Aiakum

Please for future
publications please send as
your thoughts email them to
ottaw.islamic.school@gmail.

com or at
sagalsys@hotmail.com

Whether your child wishes to improve their academic performance or Islamic
knowledge, Ottawa Islamic School is a school full of

opportunities and challenges. You have joined an exceptionally strong commu-
nity that has much to offer.

High Education Standards
Providing Islamic education and Ontario Curriculum education to the
highest standard.

A Caring Environment
Providing a caring environment which, through focused individual atten-
tion, promotes disciplined and respectful behavior.

Pursuit of Excellence
Encouraging the pursuit of excellence and rewarding outstanding effort.

Tailored Education
Allowing students to advance according to the individual capabilities be-
stowed upon them by Allah (swt)

Full Potential Development

Providing the means for all students to realize their full potential.

To attain these objectives, the school follows the guidelines for the expec-
tations and requirements of the

Ontario Ministry of Education. In addition to these the school also offers
them the Arabic language and Islamic Studies.

S Tips for Parents of School-age Children

1. Read aloud with and to your

Let your child see you reading for work, lary and ideas, explore the characters

child every day. to learn something and for pleasure. motivations and look for main ideas or
themes.
Experts recommend reading with your 4. Read and write with your children
child for 30 minutes a day. Pick books in your home language. Useful websites:

that are not too long or
difficult for your child
to read independently.

2. Create a print rich
home environment.

Have books, newspa-
pers, child-oriented
versions of magazines
and writing materials
in your home. Set
aside a special reading
area in your home.

3. Model reading and writing.

Stock your home Www.bbc.co.uk
library with books

in English and www.eduplace.com
books in your
home language and
encourage your
child read at home
for fun in which-
ever language she
prefers. www.starfalls.com

WWW.powa.org

www.scholastic.com/kids

5. Explore books www.edu.gov.on.ca
with your child.
https://homeworkhelp.ilc.org
Ask your child questions about the
books you read. Point out new vocabu- www.tumblebooks.com via Ottawa






